Day or night,
Warrumbungles NP
offers bushwalkers
plenty of views and
walking options.
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AS T approached the ancient landscape of
imposing rocky buttresses, deep wooded valleys
and the primal beauty of the 21,000-hectare
Warrumbungles National Park, clusters of
jagged volcanic spires jutted out into the
skyline, visible for many kilometres before
I reached the park boundary.

The jewel in the Warrumbungles crown,
the Grand Higt s, 1s renowned for
its wildlife and vistas of rugged volcanic
landscape. Prior to 1939 the area’s significance
was known only to a core of hardy
bushwalkers, climbers and local landowners.
The region came into prominence when
adventurer and photographer Frank Hurley

made the region the subject of an illustrated

magazine article turning the Breadknife into
a widely recognised Australian icon, and the
"Bungles" a regular destination for families,
bushwalkers and climbers.

With well-signposted and spacious camping
spots in the heart of this native wonderland,
Camp Blackman was an ideal spot to park the
camper trailer. While awaiting the arrival of
friends from Canberra to join us for this winter
getaway, my husband and I nestled in for
the night and caught a glimpse of the ‘blood
moon’ where Mars stalked through the sky in a
double celestial treat.

Our next day entry into the Grand High
Tops circuit started at Pincham Carpark. With
the temperature at a pleasant 23°C during the
day, we opted for the steeper terrain. The trail
isa 12.5 to 14.5 kilometre walk depending on
whether you take the Pincham Trail or the
steeper return via West Spirey Creek. From the
Pincham Carpark, it was an easy walk to Camp
Pincham, a walk-in camp site for those looking
to get away from the car but not walk far.
Following a low incline along the Spirey Creck
trail, I spotted kangaroos and wallabies making
fast getaways through the dense bushland.

After crossing Spirey Creek, we

lowed the turnoff to Spirey View
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lookout retracing our steps back to the
main track, which is mostly paved. Along
this section I started to catch glimpses of
the Breadknife and Belougery Spire. At
the top of the main climb, we hit a set of
metal stairs recently refurbished after the
2013 bushfires. Scaling these intertwined
stairways to the Grand High Tops summit
we soon reached Dagda Saddle and a close
encounter with Crater Bluff, one of the
park’s prominent spires.

As we reached the breathtaking summit,
we stopped for a brief picnic lunch. Enthralled
by the panoramic vista, I was rewarded with
a clear view of the Breadknife, glistening
through a sunlit bed of clouds. An imposing
sharp-edged mound standing solo among the
rocky terrain, the Breadknife lured us into
walking further. However, before finding
the connecting path to complete the loop we
were intercepted by dismantled signage which
declared the remainder of the track uncertain.

Dismayed but not discouraged, we
descended the way we came, savouring the
splendour of the Grand High Tops and avidly
planning our next visit to complete the circuit.

After four hours and with mid-afternoon
setting in, we returned to our campsite. As we
boiled the water for our well-earned cups of tea,
Apostle birds swooped down to join us in the
hope of finding food, while the pied currawong
fixed me with a daring gaze, summoning me
to once again visit this rocky outcrop. &}

Need to know: nationalparks.nsw.gov.au
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Left: Watching the sun set
over the Warrumbungles.

: WALK NOTES :
: GRAND HIGH TOPS CIRCUIT, :
: WARRUMBUNGLES NP, 5
| NSW

Time/Distance: 5-6hr/12.5-14.5km |

i Grade: moderate

Warrumbungle National Park is Australia’s
only Dark Sky Park and the first in the
Southern Hemisphere. The park is
renowned for its stargazing opportunities
thanks to its crystal-clear night skies, low
humidity, high altitude and world-class
astronomy research facility at nearby Siding
Spring Observatory. International Dark
Sky Parks are publicly or privately-owned
spaces that have exceptional starry nights
and a nocturnal environment. Dark Sky
Parks are specifically protected for their
scientific, natural, educational, cultural
heritage, and public enjoyment.

More info: darksky.org




